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Humanities 101:
Writing, Speaking, Thinking I
Professor: Prof. Morgan Reid
Email: reid@njit.edu
Office Hours: Mons. & Thurs. by Appointment
Meeting Times: Mons. & Thurs., 2:30-3:50pm/FMH 404
Term: Fall 2019
Course Description
HUM 101 is an introduction to college-level writing. In this course, students are introduced to writing’s
rhetorical dimensions; they are asked to consider the purpose, audience, occasion, and genre that are
called for in a variety of writing, speaking, or visual assignments. The course also focuses on the writing
processes, asking students to brainstorm topics, to write drafts, and to revise their writing based on
reflection and peer feedback. Writing and reading go hand-in-hand, so students are asked to read
challenging articles, essays, and prose, and to consider paintings, films, or other visual compositions.
Academic writing begins from the assumption that written, visual, and spoken texts can be in
conversation with each other. Thus, the readings serve as both models of effective communication and as
beginning places for students’ own arguments and analyses.

Prerequisites
Permission of the Humanities Department is required. Entrance is determined by placement score or
completion of HUM 099 with a grade of C or better.

Course Goals
During this course you will:
 Gain knowledge of writing’s rhetorical dimensions
 Use writing as a tool for critical thinking and reflection
 Practice writing as a process by using various brainstorming, invention, revision, and editing
strategies
 Write in several genres that utilize analysis, reflection, narrative, critique, and argument skills
 Practice using the conventions of written, spoken, and visual composition
 Practice writing and creating in digital environments

Required Texts
NJIT Custom Textbook- Available at the campus bookstore
Selected Readings- Available on Canvas

Register with NYTimes for your FREE subscription:
REGISTER: All users must first register at NYTimes Group Pass using their NJIT email address.
CONNECT: Once you have a login you can connect directly to NYTimes.com on the web from any device.
 You may also download and use NYTimes apps on other devices, using this same login.
 To search the archive all the way back to 1851, you must use a browser rather than the mobile app.
EXPIRATION: Your account will expire within a year from initiation and renewal will be required through
the same Group Pass URL.
PREFERRED BROWSERS: Use Chrome or Firefox.
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Assignments & Assessment
Your grade break down is as follows:
Attendance /Participation/MiniAssignments/Quizzes
Personal Narrative Essay
Technology Analysis Essay
Report Essay
Oral Presentation

20%
20%
25%
25%
10%

Individual and group work will be evaluated according to the university’s grading scale.
A = 100-90

B+ = 89-87

B = 86-80

C+ = 79-77

C = 76-70

D = 69-60

F = 59-0

Attendance
Attendance is critical to your success in this class. Participation in in-class activities, discussions, and
workshops will contribute to your knowledge, ability, and performance. Participation cannot be
demonstrated by chronic absences or sickness, similar to the professional world. At a minimum, this
means showing up on time, being prepared, and contributing to class discussions. Your level of
engagement with the material will subsequently impact how much you get from the class.
You may miss up to one week of class without penalty. Every subsequent unexcused absence will result
in the deduction of participation points. Students who expect to miss class for religious observances
must submit to me a written list of dates that will be missed by September 11, 2019 (per university
policy). More than six unexcused absences (three weeks of the course) can result in the automatic
failure of the course.
Attendance on workshopping (peer review) days is mandatory. If you know in advance that you will miss
one of these days, please meet with me to arrange an alternative solution.
Please contact your classmates for missed work.

Assignment Submission
All assignments must be submitted in typed hard copy AND through Canvas by the time class begins on
the day it is due. This means you must arrive with your assignment printed, stapled, and ready to hand
in. I will not accept emailed work. Specific formatting guidelines will vary according to each assignment,
so please follow the explicit guidelines found on individual assignment sheets.
Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late class work and homework will only be accepted if
your absence is excused. All assignments must contain your full name, course name and section/time,
have pages numbered and placed in the right order, and stapled together.

Late Work
Late work will be severely penalized (one grade per day—not class—late). If you are having difficulty
completing an assignment, please see me prior to its due date. It is better to hand in an assignment you
may not be happy with and revise it later than to hand it in late.

Technology
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If you need to get a hold of me, email is my preferred method. I will respond to your emails within 24
hours. Please plan accordingly. Remember to maintain an appropriate tone in all school-related
correspondence. This means to include an appropriate SUBJECT line in all emails.
Cell phones should not be used during class unless needed for a specific activity. Please set them to silent
as a courtesy to your classmates and instructor.
Laptops should only be open when we are drafting. For discussions and presentations they should remain
closed.

NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity
The New Jersey Institute of Technology is an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge through
teaching and research. We expect out graduates to assume positions of leadership within their
professions and communities. Honesty in your academic work will develop into professional integrity.
The NJIT Code of Academic Integrity embodies a spirit of mutual trust and intellectual honesty that is
central to the very nature of the university and represents the highest possible expression of shared
values among the members of the university community.
All assignments submitted shall be considered "graded work" and all aspects of your coursework are
covered by the Code on Academic Integrity. All projects and homework assignments are to be completed
individually unless otherwise specified.
The full text of the NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity can be found at
www.njit.edu/education/pdf/academic-integrity-code-pdf.

Plagiarism
NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity
The New Jersey Institute of Technology is an institution dedicated to the pursuit
of knowledge through teaching and research. We expect out graduates to
assume positions of leadership within their professions and communities.
Honesty in your academic work will develop into professional integrity.
The NJIT Code of Academic Integrity embodies a spirit of mutual trust and
intellectual honesty that is central to the very nature of the university and
represents the highest possible expression of shared values among the members
of the university community.
All assignments submitted shall be considered "graded work" and all aspects of
your coursework are covered by the Code on Academic Integrity. All projects and
homework assignments are to be completed individually unless otherwise
specified. Suspected violations of this code will be reported directly to the Dean of
Students for adjudication.
The full text of the NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity can be found at
www.njit.edu/education/pdf/academic-integrity-code-pdf.

Accessibility Needs
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Every attempt will be made to accommodate qualified students with disabilities. If you are a student with
a documented disability, please see me as early in the semester as possible to discuss the necessary
accommodations, and/or contact Student Disability Services at 973-596-3420.

The Writing Center
The Writing Center (G17 Central King) is available for one-hour individual and group appointments with
professional writing tutors both onsite and online. This resource is indented to help you improve your
communication and writing skills. Tutors can help with planning assignments, improving your writing,
refining an essay or multimedia project, or other communication-based needs. For more information,
please visit http://www5.njit.edu/writingcenter/schedule-writing-center-appointment/

******
If you are absent, find out what you missed from a classmate:
Your Class Contacts
Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________

Email: ___________________________________

Format
All papers must be typed/word processed, double-spaced, no “weird” margins/fonts (1 inch margins; 12
point Times New Roman). Papers must be handed in printed on paper (no emailed copies) and in Canvas.
Please number papers & STAPLE pages together. In the upper left-hand corner, please put your name,
course name, time, section, professor’s name, and date. All papers must have a creative title that gives
your audience a clue about your subject matter. Make sure you spell check and proofread your work.
Check for grammatical mistakes.

Revision
All papers that do not earn the grade of “B-” or higher MAY be revised by the end of the semester and
put in your portfolio with the original, graded draft. If you do not see a way to improve your paper other
than to “fix” the grammatical errors I indicate, your revision will not receive a higher grade than the
original. You need to do more than merely respond to my comments or corrections; you must reconceptualize your presentation (e.g. the logic, sufficiency, and clarity of your argument and the sources
you cite). Revision can improve your grade; putting in the commas where I said they go does not
constitute a revision. Revision means re-seeing and re-thinking along with re-writing! For revisions to
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count, you must make an appointment at the Writing Center and/or set up a conference with Professor
Reid.

Conferences
If you have questions about your assignments, please come see me to talk about them. If office hours are
not convenient, let me know and we’ll work out another time to meet.

Peer Group Workshops
What is a Peer Group? You will be randomly placed into small groups (3-4 students) called peer response
groups. You will meet with your peer groups during class (and occasionally outside of class) to discuss the
drafts of the papers you will write for this course. Why? Most writers can benefit from some honest
feedback from readers, and often writers form support groups to read and react to one another's work.
Hearing reactions to your writing from more than one reader will help you judge the effectiveness of your
work. Additionally, responding to the work of other writers will help develop your ability to read and
revise your own writing. Your drafts must be complete drafts in order for you to get credit for the peer
group exercise. Peer workshop days are not the time to brainstorm; rather, it is the time to have peers
reflect on what you have already written and to help you progress to the next stage of writing—revision.
This stage cannot be done if your paper is incomplete. If your paper is not finished on a peer group day,
you will receive one absence for the class period. It is critical that everyone be present and ready to
participate on peer group days.

Quizzes
All quizzes will be available on Canvas. Quizzes are to ensure that reading has been completed, so that
you are fully engaged and prepared for class discussions. Online quizzes should be completed before the
beginning of the next class. Quizzes will count towards participation for this course.

HUM 101: Writing, Speaking, Thinking Course Schedule
Subject to change at instructor’s discretion
CT stands for custom text
BE SURE TO COME TO EACH IN-PERSON CLASS HAVING READ AND PREPARED TO FULLY
ENGAGE WITH THE WORKS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION.

Week 1
Sept. 5

Week 2
Sept. 9

Sept. 12

Introduction/Syllabus
In Class: Writing Activity

CT Chapter 1: Academic Literacies
What Is Academic Writing? by L. Lennie Irvin
In Class: Inquiry #2 Reading and writing in social contexts
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #1
***LAST DAY TO DROP A CLASS***
Watch Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – The Danger of a Single Story
Superman and Me by Sherman Alexie
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CT Chapter 2: Literacy Narratives (until p. 53)
In Class: Inquiry #2 Vignette of an experience
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #2
Week 3
Sept. 16

Sept. 19

Week 4
Sept. 23

Sept. 26

Week 5
Sept. 30

Oct. 3

Week 6
Oct. 7

Oct. 10

Outline of PAPER #1 DUE
Mother Tongue by Amy Tan
Language and Literature from a Pueblo Indian Perspective by Leslie
Marmon Silko
CT Chapter 2: Literacy Narratives (finish)
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #3
The Naturalization by Natalia Trevino
Critical Thinking in College Writing by Gitanjali Dasbender
In Class: Freewriting Activity
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #4

Opening Paragraph of PAPER #1 DUE
Reading Like a Writer: Paragraphs by Francine Prose
Chapter 11: Writer’s Handbook Academic Writing – Peer Review section
In Class: Introductions & Peer Review
Shitty First Drafts by Anne Lamott
Making Meaning Clear: The Logic of Revision by Donald Murray
In Class: Grammar/Structure Review

First Draft of PAPER #1 DUE
In Class: Peer Review
Final Draft of PAPER #1 DUE
CT Chapter 3: Rhetorical Situations
Rhetorical Situations & Their Constituents by Keith Grant-Davie
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #5

The Truth of Fact, the Truth of Feeling by Ted Chiang
How AI could become an extension of your mind by Arnav Kapur
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #6

From Pencils to Pixels by Dennis Baron
CT Chapter 4: Analysis (p. 117)
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Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #7
Week 7
Oct. 14

Oct. 17

Week 8
Oct. 21

Oct. 24

Week 9
Oct. 28
Oct. 31

Week 10
Nov. 4

Nov. 7

Week 11
Nov. 11

Is Google Making Us Stupid? by Nicholas Carr
The Reader and Technology by Toby Litt
CT Chapter 4: Analysis (p. finish)
Submit Response to Carr on Canvas
Does The Internet Make You Smarter? by Clay Shirky
Backpacks vs Briefcases: Steps toward Rhetorical Analysis by Laura Carroll
CT Chapter 5: Analysis (p. 149)
Submit Response to Shirky on Canvas

Chapter 6: Writer’s Handbook Drafting
CT Chapter 5: Analysis (finish)
Do #2: Write Now on p. 149 (submit 1 page, double-spaced)
First Draft of PAPER #2 DUE
In Class: Peer Review

CT Chapter 6: A Brief Guide to Citations
Final Draft of PAPER #2 DUE
FILM: Hungry for Change Documentary

FILM: Finish Hungry for Change Documentary
The Obesity-Hunger Paradox by Sam Dolnick
Prudence or Cruelty? by Nicholas Kristof
Foods Class Warfare by Tracie Mcmillan
No Myths Here: Food Stamps, Food Deserts, and Food Scarcity by Erika
Nicole Kendall
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #8

Food Insecurity in America: Putting Dignity and Respect at the Forefront
of Food Aid by Elena David
In Class: Examples of Reports
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #9
***LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW***
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Nov. 14

Week 12
Nov. 18

Nov. 21

Week 13
Nov. 25
Nov. 26

Killer Girl Scouts by Nicholas Kristof
The new global plan to eliminate the most harmful fat in food, explained
by Julia Belluz and Dylan Collins
F.D.A. Sets 2018 Deadline to Rid Foods of Trans Fats by Sabrina Tavernise
Due BEFORE Class: Quiz #10

Writing Introductions & Conclusions
Multiple Sources for an Argument (TBD)
First Draft of PAPER #3 DUE
In Class: Peer Review

Oral Presentation Skills
Final Draft of PAPER #3 DUE
In Class: Publication
***THURSDAY CLASSES MEET***

Week 14
Dec. 2

In Class: Presentations Workshop

Dec. 5

***Presentations in Class***

Week 15
Dec. 9

***Presentations in Class***

Dec. 12

***Presentations in Class**
FINAL PORTFOLIO DUE
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